PROGRAM OF VIETNAMESE FILM DAY

(Rome, April 15 2025)
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17:30 Culi Never Cries - Culi khong bao gio khoc (Vietnamese)

Culi Never Cries is a 2024 Vietnamese drama film directed by Pham Ngoc Lan.
The story follows a Vietnamese woman living in Warsaw who returns to Vietnam
after the sudden death of her estranged husband. Carrying his ashes and a silent culi
monkey, she sets out on a journey across a rapidly changing country. As she
navigates memory, grief, and shifting identities, the film delicately explores themes
of alienation, belonging, and the quiet resilience of those living between worlds.
Stylistically poetic and emotionally restrained, Culi Never Cries blends gentle

absurdity with poignant social commentary.

19.30 Don't Cry, Butterfly - Mua trén canh bué¢m (Vietnamese)

Don't Cry, Butterfly is a haunting art house drama by Duong Di¢u Linh, exploring
the quiet turmoil within a Vietnamese family. When Mrs. Tam turns to spiritual
rituals after discovering her husband’s affair, her daughter Ha dreams of escape
through education abroad. Through evocative imagery and a hauntingly lyrical
narrative, Don't Cry, Butterfly captures the lingering shadows of a poignant tale of

longing, silence, and generational fracture.



